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President’s Message © 


Farewell. 
The only thing I can think of is to thank members for their 
patience and support in this time of change. The Board of 
Directors has been working to preserve the museum, the 
Wood House and those assets pertaining to the history of the 
Eagle Point area. This was the best answer we could come 
up with, and we appreciate the overwhelming vote to follow 
through with the plan. There has been much rumor- 
mongering, and we appreciate those who have come for- 
ward to ask pertinent questions and get answers 
to those questions. It has been a pleasure to serve you. 


Ralph McKechnie, President. 


Election Results 


As you know an election was held to decided if the assets of the Eagle Point 
Historical Society be turned over to the City of Eagle Point as well as the dis- 
solution of the Society. A total of 147 votes were sent out and 67 valid ballots 
were retuned. On September 3, 2008 the ballots were counted in a special 
meeting of the Historical Society and the results were 


For the turning over of assets to the City of Eagle Point: 
Yea=64 Nay=3 


For the dissolution of the Historical Society: 


Yea=63 Nay=4 


Volume 2, Issue 6 


September 30, 
2008 


PLEASE NOTE 


The Museum IS NOT closing. 
Just coming under the 
management of the 

City of Eagle Point. 

It is their intention 

to be open more 
hours—more days. 


June/July/August 
Mon- Thurs 

10:30 a.m. —4 p.m 
Fri-Sun 

10 a.m. — 6 p.m 


Sept — May 
Wed — Sun 
12p.m.—-—4 p.m 


Officers 
President 
Ralph McKechnie 


Vice President 
Helen Wolgamott 


Treasurer 
Bill Bradshaw 


Secretary 
Margaret Webster 


Board Member at Large 
Suzi Collins 
Dennis Godfrey 


Membership 
Margaret Webster 


Wood House Coordinators 
Skip & Charlotte Greear 


Grounds Coordinator 
Helen Wolgamott 


Office Manager 
Ken Thompson 


Docents Coordinator 
Sally Corriveau 


The Rasty Relic 


Suzi Says 


Adios, chow, arrivederci, aloha, arevoir, see 
ya, auf wiedersehen, good bye - how many 
ways to say farewell. 

I have really enjoyed my time as a Board 
member of the Eagle Point Historical Society, 
and, as we turn our magnificent museum over 
to the City, there are mixed feelings. What 
am I going to do with my evenings on the third 
Monday of the month?? 

Please remember to bring your family, friends, 
and out of town guests to see the best mu- 
seum in Jackson County. It is my understand- 
ing that the City will keep it open more hours 
than we were able to. 

I hope the rest of the summer is a wonderful 
time for everyone in Eagle Point. 

Fond farewell, 

Suzi Collins 


A final Word 


I have been a volunteer at the Eagle Point Museum for 4 years. When I first joined, I 
was a newcomer to the area recently moving from Northern California. 

I have enjoyed meeting so many people from this area. I have learned so much of the 
history of Eagle Point by working at the museum and meeting the people who visit the 


museum, 


I encourage you to keep the museum open. It is an asset to the City of Eagle Point and 
the surrounding area. 
Sincerely, 
Margaret Gonzales 
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From the Vice President 


This is the last report to be given as the Eagle Point His- 
torical Society and we have been asked to say something to 
all our members that have been faithful over the years in 
supporting us through trying times. I, Helen Wolgamott 
truly have to say thank you all very much for your support 
all these years. 


As Vice President and Grounds Chairman, I must say the 
grounds have many flowers and green plants around the 
Museum. This year the city put hanging baskets throughout 
the town and one is in front of our place and looks very 
nice. 


The Saturday market has brought several visitors to our 
museum and we are very grateful to have them. The Butte 
Creek Mill has events which helps bring visitors too. 


Our Docents (sitters) have stated they are hoping to keep 
our Eagle Point Historical Society intact even after the city 
takes over the museum. We could be involved with differ- 
ent events around town, such as: ORAL HISTORY, keep- 
ing in-touch with a newsletter, even keeping a membership 
so we could have resources to put a newsletter out. There 
are many things we could do for fund raising. All are very 
sad and want to be part of some form of a Historical Soci- 
ety. And they woutd like to have your opinion as to what 
you would like us to have. Please feel free to write to us as 
we would like very much to hear from you. It has been a 
great pleasure to be a volunteer of this society for over 30 
years. 


Thank you. 
Helen Harnish Wolgamott 
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From the Secretary 


My name is Maggie Webster and I am a board 
member of the Eagle Point Historical Society. 
During the time I have served I have enjoyed 
working as Secretary and membership chairman. 
Our grounds are so pretty with many flowers 
blooming and Helen Wolgamott makes sure that 
the weeds are kept down. Eagle Point has a lovely 
museum full of interesting artifacts and 
memorabilia and is an asset to the city. It is good 
to know that the city will keep our traditions going 
and will be able to offer more days in which to be 
open. 


I have met many visitors to the museum over the 
years and have so enjoyed sharing their 
experiences which gives new meaning to my life. 


The school field trips have been particularly 
enjoyable and seeing the museum through their 
young eyes was enlightening. 


The museum benefits from the Butte Creek Mill 
and the Saturday growers market being nearby and 
this year the “Vintage Days” drew many visitors as 
did the 4" of July celebrations. 


I shall be sorry when my volunteer days with the 
museum are over, but I am sure that our city will 
continue to run our museum very efficiently. 


Sincerely, 
Margaret (Maggie) Webster 


Souvenirs Here 


If you haven’t been by the museum in awhile 
you should swing by and check out the various 
items we have that make great souvenirs. 

We have created four excellent magnets with 
pictures of the Museum, The Avenue of Flags and 
the Wood House. All magnets are only $1.00. 
There is a new book Eagle Point, Oregon by 
Everett Jennings available. We also have T-shirts 
and sweat shirts with the Museum logo on them. 
Everything soon to become collector items. 

Gift Receipts available. 
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Eagle Point Historical Society Evolving 


As the Eagle Point Historical Society moves forward in the proc- 
ess of turning over the assets, operation and on-going maintenance 
of the Eagle Point Museum, discussions have raised the idea of 
what role, if any, will the historical society have in the future. I 
would like the society to continue in some form. 


Many cities have historical societies that are not connected to a 
particular museum or other assets but serve their communities in a 
more general way. The City of Eagle Point’s support and commit- 
ment to the museum assures it will be around for future genera- 
tions. This support is especially important in light of the failure of 
congress to support the timber payments bill. 


I envision a new role for the historical society moving into the fu- 
ture. It would certainly be supportive of the activities and function 
of the museum. However, this new arrangement would “‘free-up” 
the society to focus it’s attention on other worthy projects such as 
research, and documentation of local historic sites, cataloging and 
marking historic homes and buildings, advocating for historic 
preservation, and promoting local history through community ac- 
tivities such as the Vintage Faire. 


The future “face” of the Eagle Point Historical Society could take 
many forms, or not exist at all. Your presence at future society 
meetings, where you can express your ideas and suggestions dur- 
ing this time of transition, are welcome. 


Dennis Godfrey 
Board Member 


From the Desk of Ken Thompson 


As you can tell from other articles in this newsletter 
the theme seems to be hail and farewell. But don’t 
be sad. Actually the theme is we are taking a His- 
torical Museum down a historical path. A new be- 
ginning for things old and new in the museum. As 
the Historical Society comes to a close I look back 
on my 18 months of working at the museum. To- 
gether, you and I, have seen the changes. As I strug- 
gled over my keyboard trying to find the right arti- 
cles to post to the newsletter I became closer and 
closer to the members of the Historical Society. 

Over 18 months you became more than a mailing 
label to me. You all became extended family. I 
strove to print articles that would share your life with 
all of the members, articles to make you think of “the 
good old days”. 

During this adventure I have had the pleasure of 
meeting or learning about many wonderful and tal- 
ented people. I have heard much of Virginia Cutler 
and her work for the museum. Her picture is proudly 
displayed by our guest registry. I wish I could have 
met her. There was Anna Zander that so eloquently 
wrote of Eagle Point—I wish I could have met her. 
There is Everett Jennings. His book on Eagle Point 
brought humor and style to our office, not to mention 
his abstract renditions of bicycles of the future when 
gasoline runs out. There is Lou Bufalini and his New 
Horizons band that brought toe tapping enjoyment to 
our museum for the anniversary. There is Ed Dahack 
that donated the land upon which we sit today. 

And no final newsletter would be right without 
mentioning Helen Wolgamott. Her family has been 
an important part of this area for generations. Her 
time and effort on making the grounds of the mu- 
seum a place to be proud of and her volunteerism 
spirit to make Eagle Point the true gateway to Crater 
Lake. The Avenue of Flags would not happen with- 
out her dedication. Thanks Helen. 

I know there are many more people I have not men- 
tioned and I know that since I am the editor and pub- 
lisher of this letter I could go on forever, but even I 
have deadlines. I have included on page 5 a list of 
our lifetime members. A special thanks to each and 
everyone of them to make the time and financial 
commitment to support us. 

To everyone, we are not closed, just under new man- 
agement. Come on down and enjoy YOUR mu- 
seum!! 


Ken Thompson 
Office Manager 


¢ 


a Page 5 The Rusty Relic 
a 


a 


Why I came to Eagle Point 


Why we moved to Eagle Point 
By Lorraine (Bekker) Brooks 


Our family lived in Klamath Falls, OR, Granddad and Grandma, Father, Mom, Brother and me. Granddad, Harry Edgerton, was a 
millwright for Weyerhaeuser Lumber Company. Father worked as a printing pressman and Mom was a clerk for J.C. Penny. Then 
Father was drafted as a private into the Army. Mom soon determined she was unable to make ends meet, even with some of Father’s 
army pay. Mom knew she had to have an education in order to earn enough for our needs: Family conference. 


It was decided Mom would attend Normal School at Southern Oregon College of Education in Ashland. She moved there and 
worked as a waitress at the Plaza Café. We children lived with our grandparents. Father came home from the war with a medical 
discharge. Family conference. It was decided we would move to Ashland where Mom was attending college. Granddad and 
Grandma bought a large house on Siskiyou Blvd and Grandma opened a boarding house for college girls. Father got a job as a print- 
ing pressman in Medford. 


Mom, Helen Bekker, graduated from college with a teacher’s degree. The best job available was in Eagle Point, where she taught 
grade school for many years. The first year she drove from Ashland to Eagle Point, dropping Father off on the way through Medford 
and picking him up again on the way home. Mom had a C card for gas and tires but it was still costly and time consuming to make 
that long trip twice a day in a 1932 Chevy, which was the only car we were able to buy, because of World War II. Family confer- 
ence. 


It was decided to move to Eagle Point. Grandma stayed in Ashland with her boarding house. The rest of us started building a house 
on South Shasta Aver-for Granddad. We lived in tents in the back yard that summer, until his house was complete enough for us to 
move in, The next summer we built a house on South Royal Ave. for our family. Brother, Robert Bekker, and I both graduated from 
Eagle Point High School. 


Gradually everyone left. I attended Southern Oregon College, got married and moved to Anchorage, Alaska. Bob graduated South- 
erm Oregon State College, got married and moved to Seattle. Mom moved to Prospect, Oregon where she taught grade school until 


she retired and moved to Funchal, Madeira, Portugal. 
D>>D>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >> >>> >> >>> >>> >>> >>> >> >>> PP PPP PP PPP PP PPP PP PPP PPP PPPP PPP PPP >> 


LIFETIME MEMBERS 
Gerald & Shirley Adamson Margaret Henry William Spicer 
Eva Albert Arlene Hoffman Dale & Joyce Terry 
Andrew Bartling & Lynne Nielsen Velda Hunt Mickey & Sharon Warmer 
Bill Bradshaw Lois Huntley Joan West 
Laurence & Evelyn Conley Joan Jensen Bill & Virginia Young 
Elizabeth Corethers Bob & Janet Kimbell 
Ed Dahack Olive Lansburgh Thanks to everyone!!!! 
Ben & Amy Dawson Harriet Lindsey 
Vickie Dugan Gerry McCue 
Albert & Kathy Eaton Beverly Pemberton 
Sharon Flanagan Nancy Riley 
Ben & Fran Foley William & Virginia Ruffin 
Lewis Foster Alfred & Kathleen Shaeffer 
Mrs. H. Hanscom James & Elise Sheffel 
Lavar & Mineyo Hansen Beulah Smith 


Mitchell Hartung Alma Spicer 
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